THIS IS FIRE

A Factsheet on the Nature of Fire

many of which could be prevented.

very day Americans experience the horror of fire. But most people don't understand fire
Only when we know the true nature of fire can we prepare ourselves and our families,
Each year more than 5,000 Americans die and more than 25,000 are injured in fires,

The United States Fire Administration (USFA), a division of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), believes that fire deaths can be reduced by teaching people the basic facts about
hire. Below are some simple facts that explain the particular charactenistics of fire.

FIRE IS FAST!
THERE 15 LITTLE TIME!

I less than W seconds a small lTame
can I_.:I." '.I.‘IHEI‘]L"L'J!I. ol ol COTErd :II:III
turn into a major fire, T 4,1!'.|':.' ks
miintbes (o thick black smoke to ill a
house. In minues, a house can be
engilfed in lames Most fines occur in

the home when people ane asleep. If ‘\_

you wake up to a fire, you won't have
time to grab valuables because fire
spreads oo quickly and the smoke is
too thick. There is only tme 10 &cape
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FIRE IS HOT!

HEAT 15 MORE THREATENING THAN
FLAMES,

A firek hear alone can kil Room tem-
peratunes in a hire can be 100 degrees
at floor level and nise to 600 degrees o
eye level. Inhaling this super hot air
will scorch your lungs. This hea can
melt clothes to your skin, In five min-
utes a room can get 50 hot that every-
thing in it ignites at once: this is called
[ashover,

FIRE IS5 DARK!

FIRE 1SN'T BRIGHT, IT'S PITCH BLACK.
Fire stams bright, but quickly produces
black smoke and complete darkness. |
you wake up to a fire you may be
blinded, disoriented and unable to find
vour way around the home you've
lived in for years.

FIRE IS5 DEADLY!

SMOKE AND TOXIC GASES KILL MORE
PECHE'LE THAN FLAMES DO,

Fire uses up the oxygen you need and
produces smoke and poisonous gases
that kill. Breathing even small amounts
af smoke and toxic pases can make you
drowsy, disoriented and shor of
breath. The adordess, coloress lumes
can lull you into a deep sleep before
the lames reach your door. You may
not wake up in time 10 escape.

FIRE SAFETY TIPS

I THE EVENT OF A FIRE, REMEMBER
TIME I5 THE BIGGEST ENEMY AND
EVERY SECOND COUNTS!

Escape lirs1, then call for help. Develop
a home fire escape plan and designate a
meeling place outside. Make sume
everyone in the family knows two ways
to escape from every room. Practice
fechng your way oul with your eyes
closed. Never stand up in a lire, always
crawl low under the smoke and try o
keep vour mouth covered. MNever
return to a buming building for amy
reason; it may cost you your life

Fimally, having a working smoke alarm
dramatically increases your chances of
surviving a lire. And remembber 1o
practice 8 home escape plan ireguenthy
with your fomily:

For More Information Contact:
The United States Fire Administration
Office of Fire Managemen Programes
16E2S Sauth Seton Avenie
Emmitsburg, MD 21727

Or wisit the USFA websie:
www. sl fema. gov

A USFA Public-Private Partnership




very day Americans experience the tragedy of fire
die in fires and more than 25,000 are injured. Figures show that each year about 450

o) Gurious Kids Set Fires

A Facisheet Tor

Teaching Children Fire Safety

ach year more than 5,000 Americans

people are killed and $300 million in property is destroyed in fires auributed to children

playing with lire

The United States Fire Administration (USFA) encourages parents to teach chil ldren at an
early age about the dangers of fireplay in an effort to prevem child injuries, [ire deaths and
firesetting behavior in the future. Below are some facts about children and [ire salety

CURIOUS KIDS SET FIRES

Children under five are curious about

fire. Often what begins as a natural

exploration of the unknown can lead

1o [ragedy

« Children of all apes set over 100,000
fires annually. Approsmately 25,000

of those fires ame set in lomes .

Children make up between
200% - 25% of all fire deaths

Chet 340% of the fires that kill
children are set by children playing
with e

At home, chibldren waually play with
fire in bedimooms, in closets and
under beds. These are “secrel” places
where there are a lot of things that
caich fire easily:

Too often, child firesettess are not
given proper guidance and supenvi-
sion by parents and teachers
Consequently, they repeat thetr
liresemting behavior
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PRACTICE FIRE SAFETY
iN YOUR HOME

P SUPETVERE VOUNY, children closely Tha
not leave them alone even for shor
peniods of time

» Keep matches and lighters in a
secured drawer or cabinet

* Huve your children tell vou when
they find matches and lighrers

» Check under beds and in closets for
burned matches, evidence your child
may be plavimg with lire

* Develop a home fire escape plan
practice it with your children and
designate a meeting place outsidz

o Take the mystery owt of lire play by

teaching chikdren that fire & a toal,

nol a (o

Teach children the nature of bire, It is

FAST, HOT, DARK and DEADLY!

¢ Teach chikdren not to hide from fire-
fighters, but o get out quickly and
call for help from another location

» Show children how o crawl low on
the lloor, below the smoeke, to gel oul
of the house and stay out in the case
of lire

* Demonstrate how to stop, drop to
the ground gnd moll il their clothes
catch fire

T e e e e ————

o [nstall smoke alarms on every lEvel
your home

s Familiarize children with the soung

ol your smose alwrm

» Test the smoke alarm each month
and replace the batery at least once

2 Vear

* ]~-|_'|:-i_|y:_' the smoke akarm every e
I 48 recommenced by the
manulactrer

W,

Finally, having a working smoke atarm
dramatically increases vour chances ol
And remember to

practice o home escape plan frequently

surviving a lire

with vour family

For More Information Contact:
The United States Fire Administration
Oliice of Fire Manapement Frogrms
16325 Somh Seton Avenue
Emmisbung. MD 21727

Or visil the USFA website:
wwwsla fema.goy

A USFA Public-Private Partnership
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ctsheat on Fire

m ore than 5,000 Americans die each year in fires, and more than 25.000 are injured.
Deaths resulting from failed emergency escapes are particularly avoidable.

The United 5States Fire Administration (USFA), a division of the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA), believes that having a sound escape plan will greatly reduce fire deaths and

protect you and your family’s safety il a fire occurs.

HAVE A SOUND FIRE
ESCAPE PLAN

L11- the event of a fire, emember —
time is the biggest -I.‘FE:FI:'I}" and every

and doors with security bars must
have quick release devices to allow
them 1o be opened immediately in an
emergency. Make sure evervone in the
family understands and practices how
1o prl:-,:u.rl;p operate :Ln-:l | open Iu:!-:c-:l

gﬁnu byl . ik
than 30 secar 1'.' '.’""'II la

completely of tof contrl and t I into
i major fire Enly takes minutes lor a
house o Fills th thick black

and becomee nulfed in fla

door, s

E-EI:Wr.tn the door and door frame 1o
make sure ﬂ'ult Fnz is not on the other

]u;]u:r [or 1:5_.:L]:-t 1.||'J|'.!:r ;.u:l{} '
windows. Make sure that windows are
not stuck, screens can be taken out
quickly and that security bars can be
properly opened. Alse, practice feeling
your way out of the house in the dark

-cu-r:nl. open it c:reluﬂy Brace your
shoulder against the door and open it
slowly If heat and smoke come in,
slim the door and make sure it is
securely closed, then use your aliernate

or with your eyes closed ESCHDE TOULE
Designate A Meeting Place Quiside
Security Bars Require Bn ng Face Luls
X 1 and Take Attendance

Special Precautions

Security bars may help 1o keep your
family safe from intruders. but they can
also trap you in a deadly fire! Windows

Designate a meeting location awiy
from the home, but not necessarily
across the street. For example, meet
under a specific tree or at the end of
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dmmnnb and m m:ﬂ

the driveway or frone sidewalk 1o make
sure everyone has gotten out salely and
no one will be hurt looking for some-
one who is already safe. Designate one
person to go to a neighbors home to

phone the |i|l.‘ depariment

D escape firs,, then notify the

mment using the 911 sysem or

cal ency number in your
fgo back into a buming

ar ny reason. Teach children
| om i J‘n:ﬁghrm. If somecne

g working smoke alarms
fievery level of your home

¥ increases your chances of
g.alarm batieries need o

Also, :::nnsl-:lerrfpac ng the entire
smiake alBEm every ten years, or as the

For More Information Contact:
The United States Fire Administration
Office of Fire Management Programs
16825 South Seton Avenue
Emmitsburg, MD 21727

0 visit the USFA website:

| www usla.fema. gov

A USFA Public-Private Partnership



Working Together for Home Fire Safety

A Factsheet on

Home Fire Prevention

 ore than 5,000 Americans die each year in fires and more than 25,000 are injured.
An overwhelming number of fires occur in the home. There are time-tested ways to
| prevent and survive a fire. It’s not a question of luck. It's a matter of planning ahead.

EVERY HOME SHOULD
HAVE AT LEAST ONE
WORKING SMOKE
ALARM

Byy a smoke alarm at any hardware or
discount store. It5 inexpensive protec-
tion for you and your tamily Install a
smoke alarm on every level of your
home. A working smole alarm can
double your chances of survival, Test
it monthly, keep it free of dust and
replace the bartery st leas: once a vear.
Smoke alarme themselves ehould be

replaced altzr ten years of service, or as,

recommenced by the manufactarer

PREVENT ELECTRICAL
FIRES

Mever overload circuits or extension
cords. Do not place cords and wires
under mags, over nails or in high traffic
areas. I mmediately shut off and unplug
appliances that sputter, spark or emit
an unusual smell. Have them profes-

sionally repaired or replaced

USE APPLIANCES
WISELY

When using apphances follow the
manufactirers salety precautions.

. Owerheating, unusual smells, shons
and sparks are all warning signs that
appliances need to be shut off, then
replaced or repaired. Unplug appli-
unces whien not i use. Use ."w.l'.l.rr:l}' l:.'EpS
to cover all unused outlets, especially if
there re small children in the home.
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ALTERNATE HEATERS

*» Portable heaters need their space
Keep anything combustible at least
three feet away

= Keep fire in the fireplace. Use fire
screens and have your chimmey
cleaned annually The crecsote
buildup can ignite a chumney
fire that could easily spreacl.

» Kerosene heaters should be wsed
only where approved by authorities.
Mever use gasoline or camp-stove
fuel Refuel outside and only after
the heater has cooled

' AFFORDABLE
HOME FIRE SAFETY
SPRINKLERS

i When home fire sprinklers are used
with working smoke alarms, your
chances of surviving a fire are greatly
increased. Sprinklers are affordable —
they can increase propenty value and
lower insurance rales

PLAN YOUR ESCAPE

Practice an escape plan from every
rogtn in the house. Caution everyone
to stay low to the floor when escaping
from fire and never 1o open doors that
are hot. Select a location where every-
ane can meet after escaping the house.
Get out then call for help.

CARING FOR CHILDREN

Children under five are mturally curi-
ous about fire. Many play with matches
and lighters. Tragically, children set
over 25,000 house fires every year
Take the mystery out of fire play by
teaching your children that fire is a
ool, not a oy

CARING FOR OLDER
PEOPLE

Every year aver 1,000 senior citizens
die in fires. Many of these fire deaths
could have been prevented. Senlors are
especially vulnerable bacause many hve
dlone and can® respond quickly

For More Information Contact:
The United States Fire Administration
Office of Fire Management Programs
16825 South Seton Avenue
Ermmitsburg, MD 21727

O wiisit the USFA website:
woww. s fa. fema.gov

A USFA Public-Private Partnership



Bedroom Fire Safety Helps You Sieep Sound at Night

A Factsheet on Bedroom Fire Prevention

FIRE

JlE

ach year, fire claims the lives of 5,000 Americans and injures more than 25,000.
Bedrooms are a common area of fire origin. Nearly 1,000 lives are lost to fires that start
in bedrooms. Many of these fires are caused by misuse or poor maintenance of electrical
devices, such as overloading extension cords or using portable space heaters wo close w com-
bustibles. Many other bedroom fires are caused by children who play with matches and
lighters, careless smoking among adults, and arson.

The United Stares Fire Administration (USFA) and the Sleep Products Safety Council (SP5C)
would like you to know that there are simple steps you can take to prevent the loss of life and
property resulting [rom bedroom lires

KIDS AND FIRE:

A BAD MATCH

Children are one of the highest nisk
groups lor deaths in residential fires

Ar home, children uswally play with s
fire - lighters, matches and other 1smita-
bles - in bedrooms, in closets, and
under beds.  These are “wacret” places
whene there are a Lot of things that

catch fine casily

m Children of all ages set
over 100,000 fires
annually, Crer 30F%
of fires that kill chul-
dren are-set by chil-
dren plavme with fice,

# Every year over 800
cinlldren mine yeaurs and
yaunger die i home fires

u Keep marches and lighters locked up
and away from children.” Checle
under beds and in closets [or bume
matches, evidence your child may be
pdaying with marches

a Teach vour child that fire 1e a toel,
not a Loy
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APPLIANCES NEED
SPECIAL ATTENTION

Bedrooms are the most commaon Toom
in the home where electrical fires san
Electrical fires are a special concern
dunng winter months which call lor
more indoor activities and increases in
lighting, heating, and appliance nse

B Do ok Lmp electric comnds against
walls where heat can build up

n Take extra care when using portable
I'p['al'r:n{ |':¢|,11 F:-e-ri:ln'ﬁ_: |q:|h|"'i, Ciif=
fxins and otker combustible tems at
least threc feet away rom space
hearers

m Only use lab-approved electric blan-
kets and wammers. Check o make
sure the cords are not frayed.

TUCK YOURSELF IN FOR
A SAFE S5LEEP

m Mever smoke m bed

1 ﬁ.-rfi:n:'.' magliresses rrecle Belome 1he
1973 Federal Mattress Flammakbility
Standard. Mattresses made since
then are required by law to be safer

Finally, having working smoke alarms
dramatically increases vour chances ol
surviving a fire  Flace at least one
srnoke alarm on each level of your
home and in halls ouside bedrooms.
And remember to practice a home
escape plan [requently with your family

For More Information Contact:
The United States Fire Administration

Office of Fire Managemen Programs
16823 South Seton Averee
Emmitshurg, MD 21727

O visit the USEA website:
www.nska, fema.gov

A USFA Public-Private Partnership
E—




A Factsheet

an Home

On the Safety Gircuit

» Electrical Fire Prevention

lectrical lires in our homes claim the lives of 400 Americans each year and injure 1,500

more

. Some of these fires are caused by electrical system [ailures and appliance defects,

but many more are caused by the misuse and poor maintenance of electrical appliances,
imcorrectly installed wiring, and overloaded circuits and extension cords

The United Sates Fire Administration

CLSTAY sweould like consumers o know
Uit there ane shimphe seps yol can ke
o prevent the loss of life and property

resulting mom ebecinical fires,

THE PROBLEM

Druring a tvpical year, home elecincal
probiems account for 45,000 fires, over
400 deaths, and $610 milon in prop-
ety losses. Home electrical winng
Causes twice &8 many fires as electrical
apphances N

THE FACTS

December s the mest dangerous
month for electnea! fires, Fire deaths
are highest in winter months which
call lor more indoor activities and
INCTelse in llyhl-.n;_.;. heating, apd
appliance use. Most electrical wiring

[ires stan in the bedioom

THE CAUSE

Electrical Wiring

« Most electrical fires resulh lrom
srublerns with “lixed wiring” such
a5 fnulry electrcal outlets and old
winng, Problems with cords and
plugs, such as extension and appli-
ance cords, also ckse many home
ehecincal fires

w |y urban e, |||'.J||:| wiriig
acoorns for 33% of resicendal
elecincal lires

o Many menidable elecomical fires can be
irsced to misuse of electric cords,

such os overloadi: L CLECUIS, POt
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muaintenance and nunning o Cords

under mgs or in high tralhic arcas

Home Appliances

* The home .l.|:-;'l|.Ll.I1-.r_'5- rost ofen
involved in elsctrical fires ane eleari
stoves and ovens, dryvers, central
heating units, televisions, radics and
record players

SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

« Routinely check vour electrical
appliances and wirmg

* Fraved wires can cause fires. Replace
all worn, ol or damaged appliance
conds immediacely

o Llse electrical extension cords wisely
ond dont overioad them

* Keep electrical appliances away [rom
wet lhooss and counters; pay specul
caré o electrical appliances in the
bathrsom and kichen

* When buylng elecirical spplisnces
look for products which meet the
Linderwriters Laboratory (UL) stan-
dard for safety

» Dant allow children to play with or
around clectrical applinnees like
space Neaters, s and ludlr dryers

¢ Keep clothes, curtmns and other
potertially combustible tems at least
three et Fom all beaters

= Il an apoliance has a three-prong
Mug, wse it only ina three-slor oul-
let Mever lomee 1 o it inte a two-
slot outlet or extension cord

= Mever overload extension cords ar

wall sockets. Immedistedy shut odl,
then profoesionully replace, ligh
switches that are hot 1o the wouch and
lights that [hicker. Use safery closures
to “child-proof” elecirical outlers

v Check your
bor signs al wear. 1
trayed or cracked,
Hl.'il'.'.qu.' .|I.:r toea] Gl i calses gven
small glectrical shocks, overheals,
shiors out or gives ol smoke ar
Sparks

- electrical tools negularly
the cords are

replace them

Finally, having a working smoke alarm

dramatically increases your chances of

And remember 10
practice a home escape plan frequently
with your lamily

SUrVIVIng & [ine

For More Information Contact:
The United States Fire
Administration

Difice of Fire Management Programs
16825 South Seton Avenue
Emmiisourg, MD 21727

Or visit the USFA website:
wwwusha fema.gov

& USFA Public-Private Partnership




we%) Fireplace and Home Fire Safety

oy

ore than cne-third of Americans use [ireplaces, wood stoves and other fuel-fired
appliances as primary heat sources in their homes. Unfortunately, many people are
unaware of the fire risks when heating with wood and solid fuels.

A Factsheet on Rural Fire Safety and Prevention

Heating fires account for 36% of residential home fires in rural areas every }L':!t ':‘Jﬁu-n these
fires are due to creosote buildup in chimneys and stovepipes. All home heating systems require
regular maintenance to function safely and efficiently.

The United States Fire Administration (USFA) encourages vou to practice the lollowing lire
safety steps to keep those home fires safely burming. Remember, fire safety is your personal
responsibility... Fire Stops With You!

KEEP FIREPLACES B = Mever burt cardboard boxes, trash = Cover the chimaey with a mesh
WOoOD STOVES CLEAN or debris in your fireplace or wood screen spark arrester
. SLOVE e R R Ve

» Have your chimmey or wood stove = Remove branches TANEINE ADDYE

inspected and cleaned annually by = When bailding a fire, place logs the chimney, flues or venis

a cerified ch mney apecialise, at the rear of the hr“-‘P-*'—"—" an an

: 3 pdequate AUPpOTing grate. cT

» Clear the zrea around the hearth of A PP ‘ PROTE THE INSIDE

debris, decorations and flammakle | * Never leave a fire in the fireplace OF YOUR HOME
unattended. Extinguish the fire
belore going tobed o keaving

the house

» [nstall smoke alarms on every level
of your home. Test them monihiy

materials.

= Always use g metal missh screen

with fireplaces. Leave glass doors andd change the baueries at least
open while burning a fire. » Seak hot ashes in water and place once a year. Consider installimg the
them in a metal conralner ouislde new long life smoke alarms
¢ Inapall sovepipe thermometers 1o e 3
help monitor Mue temperatines * Provide proper venting systems for

£ all heating equipment
« Keep air inlets on wood stoves

opén, and never restrct air supply
to freplaces. Otherwise vou may
cause crepsote buildup thar could
lead to A chimney lire

= Extend all vent pipes at least three
fert above the mooll

= Use fire-resistant materials on walls
around wood sioves

For More Information Contact:

The United Staes Fire Adminissration
Ollice of Fire Monagement Progmms
16825 South Seton Avenue
Emmitsburg, MD 21727

. SAFELY BURN FUELS

¢ PMever use lammable liguids o
start a fire .
PROTECT THE OUTSIDE O vigit the LSEA webelie:
« » Lse only seasoned hardwood. Soft OF YOUR HOME wwwusle femagov
moist wood accelerates creosote
buildup

» Stack firewood outdoors at least 30
feet gway from vour home

* Build small fires that bum compleely | Keep the mof clear of leaves, pine
and produce less smoke L AR T S

barch, 1998 A USFA Public-Private Partnarshin




wctsheet O

Fural Fire

Fire-safe Landscaping Can Saue Your Home

and Prevention

safety

s ildland fires destroy hundreds of homes and acres of land every year across the country
Fire-sale landscaping is an effective too! that creates an area of defensible space

between your home and flammable vegetation that protects against devastating fires,

The United States Fire Administration (USFA) encourages you to keep lire salety at the lorefront

by learning how to

slow fires if they start. Remember, fire safety is your personal responsibility...,

Driring the 1993 raging Malibu fires,
a number of homes were saved as a

result of the owners” careful pruning
and hn&ulpnrgwdnmuﬁ that, pro-
tected their homes. In a Hre sinuation,

the dead trees and shrubs surroundifig
your home act as fuel for fire. Ren'mhg
flammahle vegetation reduces the | I

threat of fire. Follow these hasic rulés™y
to create defensible space that works— L)

* Remove all dead plams, |:||:|-_5u|:1d'
shrubs from the site

* Reduce excess leaves, plmmmd
low-hanging branches. -4

* Reploce dense I'I:.'n'nmrlhl-l:ph:ﬂ wﬁ‘l

fire-resisiant plants.

1 ‘F-
The choice of plants, ip:b.l:ng,ﬂﬂ:
mainenance ane crucial Eltmhm}ﬁ

any delensible space imc‘.scaptugphn

TIPS FOR A Fﬂ!m
LANDSCAPE
* Create a delensible space penimeter

by thinning trees and brush within
30 feet around your home

» Bevond 30 feet, remave dead wood,
debris and low tree branches

» Eliminate small trees and plants
growing under trees. They allow
ground fires 1o jump tnio ree
CROWTLS,

* Space trees 30 feet apant and prune
ta o height of 8 to 10 feet

harch, 1998

» Place shrubs at least 20 fezt from any
structures and prune regulariy.

+ Plant the most drought-tolerant vege-
tation within three feet of your home
and adjacent to siructures to prevent
igEmiton.

{ » Provide at lzast a 10 1o 15 foot sepa-

ration between islands of shrubs and
plant groups to effectively break-up
continuity of vegetation

* Landscape your propeny with fire-
resistant plants and vegetation o pre-
vent fire from spreading quickly

m FIRE RESISTANT

MATERIALS

* Check your local nursery or couriy
Eitension service for advice on [lre
esistant plants that are suited for
Jour environment

#{Create fire-safe zones with stone

walls, patios, swimming pools, decks

and roacways

= Use rockeimulch, lower beds and
gardens Asigretneover for bare
spaces and as Mective-firebreaks.

* There are na Hire-proot™ planis:
Select moisiire plnrethargrow
close 1o 1HEgratind and have a low
Sdp O Teslh Conlent

» Choose plaft speetée thar resist
Jgr:.i::iu:rn'su;:h as rockrose, iceplant
and aloe

* Fire-resistant shrubs include hedging
roses, bush heneysuckles, currant,
cotoneaster, sumac and shrub apples

Y
1
i

landscape and maintain your property to minimize possible fire damage and

Fire Stops With You!

+ Mlant hardwood, maple, poplar ana
cherry trees that are less flammable
than pine, ir and other conifers

MAINTAIN YOUR HOME
AND SURROUNDING
PROPERTY

« Maintain a well-pruncd and watered
lardscape w2 serve s a green belt
and protection against fire

= Keep plants green during the dry
sezson and use supplemental frriga-
thon, if necessary.

* Trim grass on a regular basis up to
100 feet surrounding your home.

s Stack lirewood at beast 30 feet from
your home

« Store flammable materials, liquids
and salvents in metal containers out-
side the home at least 30 feet away
from structures and wooden fences

« No matter where you live, always
inetall smoke alarms on every level
of your home. Test them monthly
and chuange the bateries a
a year. Consider insmlling the new

long-life smoke-alarms

al lras. once

For More Information Contact:
The United States Fire Administration
Office of Fire ManagemEm-Programs
16825 South Seton Avenue
Emmitsburg, MD 21727

Cir wisit the USFA wehsite:
www sty fema gov

A USFA Public-Private Partnership
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A Season for SllﬂI‘III!] III Fire Safety

on Holiday

Fire Prevention

ach year fires associated with the holiday season injure 1,200 individuals and cause over

225 million in dm‘.‘tagu.

According to the United Sates Fire Administration (USFA), there are simple life-saving steps vou
can take to ensure a safe and happy holiday. By following some of the outlined precawtionary
tips, individuals can greatly reduce their chances of becoming a holiday fire casualiy.

PREVENTING HOLIDAY
TREE FIRES

Special fire salety precantions need to
be taken when keeping a bive tree i
the house, A buming iree can rapicdly

fili & room with fire and deadly gases.

Selecting a Tree for the Holiday
Needles on fresh trees should be green
and hard 10 pull back from the branch.
5, and the needle should not break if
the tree has been freshly cut. The trunk
should be sticky to the touch. Old trees
can be identified by bouncing the tree
vrunk on the ground, If many needbes
[all off, the dree has been e oo bng,
has probably dnied owt, and is a fire
hazard.

Canng for Your lree

Do not place your teee close woa heat
soirce, incheding a fireplace o1 heat
veril. The hear will dry out the wree,

HOLIDAY LIGHTS
Maintain Your Holiday: ki

inspect heliday lights m:h ].'EII:' fior

I'n}w[ wires, bhare spo
imsinian. hh‘ﬂ-ﬂ'l"ﬂ'

o el 5

1n the
kets,

and excessive kinking or m*:u:

putring them upy Useafiy i

it is ale. thm ings :
an extengit cond be mﬁtuggh

cord indo;the ﬂuﬂﬂrﬁﬂh ]
_ [hwg Id

oxdieall ﬂle::k
Mot H}W'TI'I othe 1

-.||
ed by an sppﬂmdmnvg alsors

]'I

[ Hl,'lf Leave Holiday 5

Uwun_:l:d 5 o ’**ﬁq

R

|-:{DI.I:IA‘I’ ﬁ"cnanmn

CMISING it 1o e more EEEJL} 1gr|u:rHJ‘l|. E:tmﬂnlj' Hﬂ“h"'-'&hh :
heat, Mame or sparks, Be careful not La- W ety ld'f

drop or flick cigarene ashes near 1I:Ee. A ‘E"‘wu#mu * el
Do niot put yeur live tree up tmtaﬂy iear r.mueu"mrdam and AR
or leave it up for longer than wod fron h'““t VLS 1,
weeks Keep the tree stand filled withzs ?’-«E‘.ﬁrf F'th Wra}l‘prﬁlfnptrﬁ l}
waner e all iimes ) ___._5_'4-‘ Fil‘eplﬂtﬂ

Disposing of Your Tree [ A D o Ehl’-‘ ',* qparl-a and
Mever put tree branches or needles in F'ﬂd"':"“““ ﬂ'ﬂ" :

a fireplace or wooadburning stove. he m" 'C!l'llﬁﬂl‘l

When the tree becomes drv, discard it a’irtlfkhﬂ Hﬂllda}':ﬁ'egts

prompihy The best way 1o dispose ol

vour tree is by tzking it o a recycling
center or having it hauled away by a

community pick-up service
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It }'r.qlan_ usimng a l!ll‘:l"lth ot artificial
uree, make sure u:'E Hame retardant.
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Awoid Using Lit Candles

Il you do use them, make sure they ane
in stable holders and place them where
they cannot be easily knocked down.
Never leave the house with candles
burning,

Mever Put Lit Candles on a Tree

Do not go near a holiday mee with an
open flame — candles, hghters or
ratches.

Firully as in every season, have wiork:
ing smoke alarms installed on every
level of your home, test them manthily
arul kewp thern clean and equipped
with {resh battertes ot all times, Krow
when and how to call for help. And
remember to pracice your home
escape plan.

For Mare Information Contact:

“The United States Fire Administration

[fice of Fire Management Programs
16825 South Seton Avenue
Emnmisburg, MD 21727

" O visit the USFA website:

ausfa. fema. gov

A USFA Public-Private Partnership




